CONTRIBUTIONS   TO   PSYCHO-ANALYSIS
the part of the analyst. Let us see what she says. If my objec-
tions to her theoretical propositions are valid they must stand the
test of a practical example.
The case in question is one which she discusses in several passages
of her book: that of a six-year-old girl who suffered from an
obsessional neurosis. This child, who before treatment displayed
inhibitions and obsessional symptoms, became for the time being
naughty and lacking in restraint. Anna Freud drew the infer-
ence0 that at this point she ought to have intervened in the role
of educator. She thought she recognized that the fact that the
child gratified its anal impulses outside analysis, when once they
were free from repression, indicated that she herself had made a
mistake and had relied too much on the strength of the childish
ego-ideal. She felt that this as yet insufficiently established
super-ego had needed temporary educative influence on the part
of the analyst and therefore was not at that point capable of con-
trolling the child's impulses unaided.
I think it will be a good thing if I too select an illustration in
support of my view, which is contrary to Anna Freud's. The case
which I shall cite was a very severe one, that of a six-year-old girl
who, at the beginning of the analysis, was suffering from an
obsessional neurosis.1
Erna, whose behaviour at home was unbearable and who dis-
played marked asocial tendencies in all her relations, suffered
from great sleeplessness, excessive obsessional onanism, complete
inhibition in learning, moods of deep depression, obsessive brood-
ing, and a number of other serious symptoms. She was treated
analytically for two years, and that the result was a cure is evident
from the fact that for more than a year now she has been at a
school which on principle takes only 'normal children5 and that
she is standing the test of the life there. As goes without saying,
in such a severe case of obsessional neurosis the child suffered
from excessive inhibitions and deep remorse. She displayed the
characteristic cleavage of personality into cdevil and angel', 'good
and wicked princess5, etc. In her, too, analysis naturally liberated
enormous quantities of affect as well as anal-sadistic impulses.
During the analytic hours extraordinary abreactions took place:
rages which were vented on objects in my room, such as cushions,
etc.; dirtying and destroying of playthings, smearing paper with
water, plasticine, pencils and so forth. In all this the child gave
J I discussed this case-history in greater detail at the Wiirzburger Tagung Deutscher
Analytlker (autumn 1924) and in one of my lectures in London in the summer of 1925.
I propose later to publish the history. As the analysis went on T discovered that the
severe obsessional neurosis masked a paranoia.